


goal and our main challenge.”

What’s the hottest trend in your industry?

“I think there are two, ‘Sustainability’ or ‘Green Architecture,” and BIM (building information
modeling). Both have become very important to both the clients and the industry. BIM gives an
owner a great deal of useful information on their building that they can access immediately
electronically. Right now, the way BIM is being used just scratches the surface, and the focus
is on how it can help the design and construction team. In the long term it will become an
owner’s tool.”

Do you have a business mantra?
“Single source responsibility.”

From a business standpoint, who do you look up to?

“| would say there are several local business heroes. Tim Hoeksema at Midwest Airlines for
standing his ground and believing in his core values, Tim Sullivan at Bucyrus International Inc.
for having the courage to expand the company (I had the pleasure of working with him on that
project), and Dennis Kuester at M & | Bank who is one of the hardest-working nice guys | have
ever met.”

What was the best advice you ever received?
“Follow your heart, be honest no matter what and do the right thing.”

What's the funniest thing that ever happened to you in your career?

“Multiple golfing fiascos, but the one that sticks in my mind is hitting my drive 90 degrees in
the wrong direction, hitting the tee marker, and watching it hit behind me on the adjacent
green while that foursome was putting. Everyone was on the ground laughing after that one.”

What do you like to do in your free time?

“Hanging out with my wife, family and friends. My biggest hobby right now is playing in a
newly formed classic rock band called Alter Ego. It’s a nice diversion - as my kids are all
getting old and leaving for college.”
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